
Refining Policies Regarding Setbacks for Surface Water Features in the 
City of Ottawa 

 
Jennifer Boyer1,  

Cynthia Levesque2,  
Bruce Kilgour3  

Anthony Francis4 
 

1Natural Systems Planner, City of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario 
2Senior Environmental Planner, Kilgour & Associates Ltd., New Liskeard, Ontario 

3Senior Biologist & Principal, Kilgour & Associates, Ottawa, Ontario 
4Senior Biologist, Kilgour & Associates, Ottawa, Ontario 

 
Initiatives related to the protection of headwater drainage features have further 
encouraged the City of Ottawa to review the Official Plan policies and processes related 
to the protection of surface water features. Section 4.7.3 – Erosion Prevention and 
Protection of Surface Water of the City’s Official Plan and Section 69 of the Zoning By-
law outline minimum setbacks from lakes, rivers, streams and other water bodies, where 
development and site alteration is not permitted. The purpose of watercourse setbacks is 
to protect water quality and protect people and property from hazards associated with 
slopes, erosion and flooding.  
 
The policies are used in the development review process by applicants, consultants, the 
City and Conservation Authorities. However, the current policies set out in the Official 
Plan are cumbersome and are known to have deficiencies that result in development 
application delays. This project would review and revise these policies and associated 
zoning regulations as required. This project is to undertake a legislative and policy review 
and to guide the framework for the protection of surface water in the City of Ottawa.  

The authors here have been undertaking a study to: (1) review the City’s policy; (2) 
review technical literature pertaining to setbacks, corridors and buffers; (3) review 
surface water feature protection policies in other jurisdictions; (4) consult with local 
stakeholders including Conservation Authority staff, City planning and infrastructure 
management staff and the development industry. This presentation will communicate the 
highlights of those reviews, as well as preliminary conclusions regarding potential 
revision of the City of Ottawa’s policy for the protection of surface water features.  
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