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Fisheries Self-Assessment Tool



Why it exists

How it works

How it helps you



Pipeline Associated 
Watercourse Crossings 
(PAWC)

•First edition developed in early 
1990s
•Fisheries Act amended in 
November 2013
•MOU between DFO and NEB in 
December 2013
•PAWC 5th Edition –
development began in 
February 2014

o CEPA, CGA, and CAPP 
Partnership

o Steering Committee includes 
DFO and NEB

o Technical workshop, online 
survey, multiple reviews



Self-assessment 
Guidance Framework 

Assess the likelihood of pipeline 
and associated temporary 
vehicle crossings to cause 
serious harm to fish under the 
Fisheries Act and meet the 
requirements of the Species at 
Risk Act.

•New and existing crossings
•Data entry template
•Automated reporting



Framework Objectives

•Align with the amendments to 
the Fisheries Act and the new 
Fisheries Protection Program, 
as well as SARA

•Defensible science/
evidence-based

• Updated scientific literature 
and industry experience & 
advancements

• Accepted & proven 
methodology

•French and English formats

•DFO endorsement



Schedule

•DFO CSAS review process

•Finalize online tool and 
supporting manual

•French translation 

Target completion:
December 2016





Provide for the sustainability and ongoing productivity of 
commercial, recreational, and Aboriginal (CRA) fisheries.

Mandate of the Fisheries Act



Works occurring in or near water bodies that support CRA 
fisheries must avoid causing serious harm to fish.
•Death of Fish
•Permanent Alteration
•Destruction

Serious Harm to Fish



Criteria for review:  

•If project or activity cannot avoid serious harm to fish 
and is not included in either of the criteria
•Focus is on the likelihood to cause serious harm to fish, 
not simply being listed or meeting the criteria provided.

DFO Review



The NEB and DFO have an MOU for administration of the 
Fisheries Act and Species at Risk Act, related to 
regulating energy infrastructure in Canada. 

Through this MOU, the NEB:
• Reviews projects for the potential to cause serious harm to fish

• Notifies DFO when an Authorization is likely required

• Coordinates offsetting requirements

• NEB Filing Manual (page 97) outlines filing requirements for Fish and 
Fish Habitat

National Energy Board (NEB) Projects



Activity

How it Works?
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Inadvertent 
Release 
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Activity: Pipeline Watercourse Crossing

How it Works?

6.36.3

6.26.2

6.46.4

Break Point (Apply Mitigations to Reduce Effects)

6.16.1 6.56.5

6.66.6

Trenchless Mitigation (Vegetative Buffer)

6.66.6

Activities include:
•The use of mobile 
industrial equipment for 
any type of works or the 
use of immobile trenchless 
drilling machinery.

*Notes:
•There is no applicable 
pathway for the use of 
trenchless drilling equipment 
which has the potential to 
release drilling fluid or 
sediment-laden water into a 
water body. Therefore, a 
pathway for inadvertent 
release from immobile 
industrial equipment was 
added. 



Data Entry
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How it Works?



Preliminary Assessment
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How it Works?



Secondary Assessment
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How it Works?



Reporting
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How it Works?



Functionality

•Individual crossings

•Large developments with 
multiple crossings

•Route comparison

•Costing



What can it do for stream 
restoration projects?

•Regulatory compliance for 
the Fisheries Act and SARA

•Compliance with other 
regulatory requirements or 
legislation:

• Federal;
• Provincial; or
• Municipal

•Design comparison

•Costing



Online Demo

Self-assessment tool



Technical – Lucas Warner (Stantec) 
lucas.warner@stantec.com

Project Manager – Bonnie Stowkowy (CEPA) 
bonniestowkowy@telus.net

Contacts


